
LISTENING COMPREHENSION “RONALD REAGAN’S BERLIN SPEECH”         

 
Listen to the recording and answer the questions and tasks. The recording will be 
played twice with an interval of three minutes.  
 
Background information:  
The LC is about Ronald Reagan, the former US-President, who delivered a very influential 
speech in Berlin in 1987. In his speech he addressed the problems that came from the 
political separation into the Western Block and the Soviet Block that still existed at that 
time and had its manifestation in 
the Berlin Wall. The speech was 
extremely critical towards the Soviet 
government and its then leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 
 
The LC is a telephone interview 
between a reporter of the LA-Times 
and James Mann, a writer, author 
and former political correspondent. 
 
1. What is the first complete answer James Mann gives in this interview? Complete 

the sentence! [2 cr] 
 
“Well, because there are really ………..................................................................…………….... 

......................................................................................... . Beyond that I think [those] they 

……………………………………………………................………...........................................................  .” 

2. What are the two different views of Reagan’s famous Berlin Wall speech? Tick the 
two correct answers! [2 cr] 
 

  It was as influential and groundbreaking as J.F.K.’s famous Berlin speech. 
  It was a political success and had an immediate political impact on the Soviet 
 Block which finally led to the downfall of the Berlin Wall. 
  It led to political isolation of Berlin and damaged the efforts of German 
 politicians who already successfully had established a conciliatory political 
 approach towards the Eastern Block. 
   It was a stunt and had no real effect whatsoever.     
  It had not political influence because it was not delivered in public and the 
 media refused to broadcast it. 
 
3. According to Mann, what is the right interpretation of that speech? Tick the 

correct answer! [1 cr] 

 
  It wanted to provoke a reaction in the Soviet government to speed up the 
 process of disarmament and to put an end to the Cold War. 
  Reagan knew Gorbachev very well and was sure that political provocation 
 would be the right tactics to put the Soviet government under pressure, which 
 was positive for his own political standing and career especially with the right 
 wing of his government. 
  He was much criticized for his conciliatory political approach with the Soviet 
 government by conservatives and therefore he used this speech as a 
 reaffirmation of American values. 
  Reagan did actually not plan to provoke the Soviet government, but was 
 emotionally corrupted when he first witnessed the massive negative influence 
 of the Berlin Wall on Berliners and therefore felt the inner urge to express his 
 feelings. 
 
4. Add information to the words by putting them into the context of the LC! [3 cr] 

 
a. Peter Robinson: ..................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................ 

b. The Soviet’s reaction to the speech: ..................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................ 

c. Condoleezza Rice: .................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................................................ 

 
5. What did Reagan think of Gorbachev as his political counterpart? Write one or 

two complete sentences according to information given in the LC. [2 cr] 
 
....................................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................................... 

....................................................................................................................................... 
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SOLUTIONS TO “RONALD REAGAN’S BERLIN SPEECH” 
  

1. What is the first complete answer James Mann gives in this interview? Complete 
the sentence! [2 cr] 

 
“Well, because there are really two different interpretations of the speech. Beyond that I 

think [those] they represent different interpretations of how the Cold War came to an 

end .” 

2. What are the two different views of Reagan’s famous Berlin Wall speech? Tick the 
two correct answers! [2 cr] 
 

  It was as influential and groundbreaking as J.F.K.’s famous Berlin speech. 
  It was a political success and had an immediate political impact on the Soviet 
 Block which finally led to the downfall of the Berlin Wall. 
  It led to political isolation of Berlin and damaged the efforts of German 
 politicians who already successfully had established a conciliatory political 
 approach towards the Eastern Block. 
 It was a stunt and had no real effect whatsoever.     
  It had not political influence because it was not delivered in public and the 
 media refused to broadcast it. 
 
3. According to Mann, what is the right interpretation of that speech? Tick the 

correct answer! [1 cr] 
 

  It wanted to provoke a reaction in the Soviet government to speed up the 
 process of disarmament and to put an end to the Cold War. 
  Reagan knew Gorbachev very well and was sure that political provocation 
 would be the right tactics to put the Soviet government under pressure, which 
 was positive for his own political standing and career especially with the right 
 wing of his government. 
  He was much criticized for his conciliatory political approach with the Soviet 
 government by conservatives and therefore he used this speech as a 
 reaffirmation of American values. 
  Reagan did actually not plan to provoke the Soviet government, but was 
 emotionally corrupted when he first witnessed the massive negative influence 
 of the Berlin Wall on Berliners and therefore felt the inner urge to express his 
 feelings. 
 
4. Add information to the words by putting them into the context of the LC! [3 cr] 

 
a. Peter Robinson: The person who drafted/wrote the speech for Ronald Reagan. 

 

b. The Soviet’s reaction to the speech: There is no real evidence for actual Soviet 

responses to the speech 

c. Condoleezza Rice: Believes that Reagan’s speech was not really influential or 

effective. 

 

5. What did Reagan think of Gorbachev as his political counterpart? Write one or 
two complete sentences according to information given in the LC. [2 cr] 
 
Ronald Reagan was one of the persons who judged Gorbachev correctly as a 

politician who was fundamentally different. He was one of the few to recognize that 

Gorbachev was not only a new face to old policies. 

  


